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COMMENTS 

DISCUSSIONS 

When the Association adopted the report of the last Publication 
Committee it thereby approved the recommendation in that report 
concerning methods of making the Journal more helpful and 
interesting to the members. One of these methods is to have the 
Journal record the progress of important work. It is while work 
is in progress that it is alive; when it is finished it may be interest- 
ing and useful* but it is not interesting in the way that a job in hand 
appeals to us. Take the report of the Committee on the Mechan- 
ical Analysis of Sand in this number, for instance; it is a progress 
report, intended solely for the information of the members concern- 
ing the work of this committee and not approved in all respects by 
the members of the committee. But it gives an idea of one feature 
of the work the committee has been doing, and in this way keeps our 
members posted regarding a topic that was the subject of animated 
discussion at the Cincinnati convention. 

When a piece of work has advanced beyond the stage when dis- 
cussion is useful it is so far along toward completion that a good 
many of us will not take the time to read about it. But if we know 
that those investigating a subject are still discussing it critically our 
ever-persistent curiosity leads us to follow the discussion, if we are 
fortunate enough to be able to do so. The things that are discusped 
are the live things. The place where they should be publicly dis- 
cussed is in our Journal. This thought was the basis of the recom- 
mendation made by the last Publication Committee. So far as the 
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present Publication Committee is able to carry out the recommenda- 
tion it will do so, but the members of the Association should keep 
in mind that these " Comments" will only be of the greatest value 
when they all contribute to them, or send suggestions which the 
Publication Committee can utilize in obtaining information of 
immediate value to the fraternity. 

Carleton E. Davis. 

SHIP YARD SANITATION 

So much has been said about the sanitary work done by the 
government at the camps and cantonments that what Mr. Greeley 
says in this number about sanitation at the shipyards is a timely 
tribute to a group of men which has been doing a fine piece of work 
without receiving any recognition for it. The enormous shipbuild- 
ing program of the Emergency Fleet Corporation called for the con- 
struction of new villages and new transportation facilities almost 
overnight. The need for ships has been most pressing. The 
managers of these yards thought of ship ways and shops and 
tracks and storage; they had no time to think of sanitation, except 
casually. It was to help them keep their mushroom enterprises 
safe in a sanitary sense, that Colonel Doane was engaged. He and 
his men have been out on the job most of the time. During the 
fiye months I was employment manager of the Emergency Fleet 
Corporation I saw him only once, at a staff dinner. He was too 
busy to waste any time in an office chair. But he has kept the ship 
yards in good sanitary condition in spijte of serious difficulties, and 
he has done such a satisfactory piece of work that nobody was 
surprised when the War Department told him recently to get ready 
to return to the army. 

J. M. Goodell. 

HOW TO OBTAIN A PRIORITY ORDER AT WASHINGTON 

Municipalities and public utility companies all over the country 
are experiencing such difficulty in obtaining materials for operation, 
maintenance and new construction, that a brief statement of their 
obligations to the nation, as viewed by the administration at Wash- 
ington, is desirable at the present time. Cities and utility com- 
panies must remember that when President Wilson told us to "give 
until it hurt" in order to bring the war to the earliest possible com- 
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